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Opportunities  I  Wisdom  I  Legacy 

Our school vision is based on our school motto, ‘Opportunities, Wisdom, Legacy.’ At 
Hinckley Parks Primary School, we strive to provide an inspiring and exciting wider 
curriculum together with a stimulating learning environment which will allow children the 
opportunity to enjoy a wide range of experiences which will develop the whole child and 
prepare them for the next stage of their lives. We recognise that education is a life long 
journey and ensure that we support children and teachers at all times to ensure that we 
provide the highest standard of teaching and learning possible for all children. Through our 
school values, we help each child develop knowledge and understanding as well as having a 
positive attitude towards themselves and others to enable them to enjoy a successful life in 
school and to allow them to make a positive contribution to society in the future. We 
celebrate success and achievement for every child and pride ourselves on developing a 
culture where children and adults look back fondly on their time spent at Hinckley Parks 
Primary School. 
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Aims of the policy  

This policy sets out the framework in which the History curriculum will be taught at Hinckley 
Parks Primary School. 

 

 

Basic principles 

1. Learning is a change to long-term memory  
2. Our aims are to ensure that our pupils experience a wide breadth of study and have, by 
the end of each key stage, long-term memory of an ambitious body ofgeographical 
knowledge. 
 
 
 
Statement of intent 

At Hinckley Parks Primary School, the intent of the geography curriculum, we strive to 
inspire our children to become young geographers.  

Our geography curriculum breadth is shaped by the drivers that we feel are pertinent to our 
children’s backgrounds, beliefs and values. Geography teaches an understanding of places 
and  environments. Through their work in geography, children learn about their local area 
and compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in 
the rest of the world. They learn how to draw and interpret maps and they develop the skills 
of research, investigation, analysis and problem-solving. Through their growing knowledge 
and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other 
cultures. Geography teaching also motivates children to find out about the physical world 
and enables them to recognize the importance of sustainable development for the future of 
mankind. 



 

 

 
 
1           Aims and objectives 
 

The aims of geography are: 
• Investigate places – this concept involves understanding the geographical 

location of places and their physical and human features. 

• Investigate patterns – this concept involves understanding the relationships 
between the physical features of places and the human activity within them, 
and the appreciation of how the world’s natural resources are used and 
transported. 

• Communicate geographically – this concept involves understanding 
geographical representations, vocabulary and techniques. 

 
2  Teaching and learning style 
 

2.1  The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in geography 
lessons. Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills 
and understanding in geography. We do this through the use of direct 
instruction at the beginning ‘basic’ area of each milestone, and we use 
problem based discovery in the advancing stages and when aiming 
towards deeper understanding.  

 
2.2       Within each milestone, pupils gradually progress through three  
             stages: basic, advancing and deep. The goal for pupils is to display  
           sustained mastery at the advancing   stage of understanding by the  
                 end of each milestone and for the most able to have a greater depth  
                 of understanding  at the deep stage. The time-scale for sustained  
                  mastery or greater depth is, therefore, two years of study. 
 
2.3       Within each topic, we ensure that the act of investigating and making 

something includes taking inspiration and developing ideas, and 
mastering practical skills. The same concepts are explored in a  wide 
breadth of topics so that they are frequently revisited. Through this 
‘forwards-and-backwards engineering’ of the curriculum, pupils 
return to the same concepts over and over, and gradually build 
understanding of them. Knowledge webs help pupils to relate each 
topic to previously studied topics and to form strong, meaningful     
understanding. 

 
 

2.4  We recognise the fact that there are children of widely different       
geographical abilities in all classes and we provide suitable learning 
opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the 
ability of the child. We achieve this by: 

 

• setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of 
responses; 

• setting tasks of increasing difficulty, some children not completing all tasks; 
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• grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks to each 
ability group; 

• providing resources of different complexity according to the ability of the 
child; 

• using classroom assistants to support the work of individual children or 
groups of children. 

 
 
3  Geography curriculum planning  
 

3.1  We follow the national curriculum and we use the Chris 
Quigley (CQ) curriculum support guide for geography in order 
that all pupils have the opportunity to know, apply and 
understand the big ideas represented throughout the CQ 
curriculum. 

 

3.2       Our long-term plan maps out the micro topics from the Chris 
Quigley curriculum model along with outcomes and practical 
skills that will be covered in each topic. This has been developed 
by the subject coordinator to ensure coverage of each skill 
across a milestone and progression of knowledge and skills 
throughout the year groups and across the school. 

 

3.3      The Chris Quigley curriculum support guide, gives detailed units of 
work for each half term. These units provide knowledge webs and 
POP (proof of progress) tasks that ensure an appropriate balance 
and distribution of work across each term. The geography subject 
leader is responsible for keeping and reviewing        these plans. 

 

3.4       With the help of the curriculum guide we plan the lessons and 
activities in geography so that they build upon the prior learning of 
the children. While we give children of all abilities opportunity to 
develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, we also use the 
milestones to ensure we build planned progression into teaching, 
so that there is an increasing challenge for     the children as they 
move up through the school. 

 
 
4  Early Years Foundation Stage – Reception Year 
 
 
4.1  We teach geography in reception classes as an integral part of the topic work 
covered during the year. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the 
National Curriculum, we relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the 
objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum 
planning for children aged three to five. Geography makes a significant contribution to 
the ELG objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world 
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through activities such as collecting postcards from different places, singing songs from 
around the world, or investigating what makes a ‘good’ playground. 
 
4.2       Early Learning Goals 

The level of development children should be expected to have attained by the 
end of the EYFS is defined by the early learning goals (ELGs) as set out below. 
When forming a judgement about whether an individual child is at the 
expected level of development, teachers should draw on their knowledge of 
the child and their own expert professional judgement. This is sufficient 
evidence to assess a child’s individual level of development in relation to each 
of the ELGs. 

 
 
4.3     Understanding the World 
            At Hinckley Parks, we aim to develop the children’s understanding of the world 

and guide them to make sense of their physical world and their community. We 
feel it is important that children have a range of personal experiences to 
increase their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting 
parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as 
police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection 
of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our 
culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as 
building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that 
support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s 
vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

 
ELG: People, Culture and communities: Children at expected level of development will: 
- describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fictions texts and maps. 
ELG: the natural world: Children at the expected level of development will: -explore 
the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals 
and plants, and know some similarities and differences between the natural world 
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
5  The contribution of geography to teaching in other curriculum areas 
 
5.1  English 
Geography makes a significant contribution to the teaching of English in our school 
because it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. We 
ensure that some of the texts that we use in the literacy hour are geographical in 
nature. At Key Stage 2 we organise debates on environmental issues because we 
believe that these develop speaking and listening skills. Reports, letters and recording 
information will all develop children’s writing ability. We also use environmental issues 
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as a way of developing the children’s writing ability by asking them to record 
information and write reports and letters. 
  
5.2  Mathematics 
Geography in our school contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of 
ways. We teach the children how to represent objects with maps. The children study 
space, scale and distance and they learn how to use four- and six-figure grid 
references. They also use graphs to explore, analyse and illustrate a variety of data.  
 
5.3  Computing 
Children use computing in geography to enhance their skills in data handling and in 
presenting written work. They research information through the Internet and media. 
We arrange for the children to communicate with other pupils in other schools and 
countries by using e-mail. We also offer children the opportunity to use the digital 
camera to record and use photographic images. 
 
5.4  Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health 
education and citizenship. Firstly, the subject matter lends itself to raising matters of 
citizenship and social welfare. For example, children study the way people re-cycle 
material and how environments are changed for better or for worse. Secondly, the 
nature of the subject means that children have the opportunity to take part in debates 
and discussions. We allow them to organize campaigns on matters of concern to them, 
such as helping the poor or homeless. Thus geography in our school promotes the 
concept of positive citizenship. 
 
5.5  Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
We offer children in our school many opportunities to examine the fundamental 
questions in life through the medium of geography. For example, their work on the 
changing landscape and environmental issues leads children to ask questions about 
the evolution of the planet. We encourage the children to reflect on the impact of 
mankind on our world and we introduce the concept of ‘stewardship’ in relation to 
sustainable development. Through teaching about contrasting localities, we enable the 
children to learn about inequality and injustice in the world. We help children to 
develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures so that they learn to 
avoid stereotyping other people and acquire a positive attitude towards others. We 
help contribute to the children’s social development by teaching them about how 
society works to resolve difficult issues of economic development. Geography 
contributes to the children’s appreciation of what is right and wrong by raising many 
moral questions during the programme of study. 
 
 
 
6 Teaching geography to children with special educational needs 
 
6.1 At our school we teach geography to all children, whatever their ability. 
Geography forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced 
education to all children. Through our geography teaching we provide learning 
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opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable 
learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment against 
the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress 
against expected levels. 
 
 
 
6.2 When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may 
have special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – 
classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we 
can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more 
effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. 
 
 
6.3 We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in 

learning geography. Where children are to participate in activities outside the 
classroom, for example, a field trip, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the 
activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 

 
7  Assessment, recording & reporting 
 
7.1  We assess the children’s work in geography by making informal judgements as 
we observe the children during lessons. Once the children complete a piece of work, 
we mark and comment as necessary.  
 
7.2  Pupils will be assessed and their progression recorded in line with the school’s 
Assessment Policy. 
 
7.3         An EYFS Profile will be completed for each pupil in the final term of the year in 
which they reach age five.  
 
7.4         The progress and development of pupils within the EYFS is assessed against 
the early learning goals outlined in the ‘Statutory Framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage’.  
 
7.5          Throughout the year, teachers will plan on-going creative assessment 
opportunities in order to gauge whether pupils have achieved the key learning 
objectives.  
 
7.6         Assessment will be undertaken in various forms, including the following: 

• Talking to pupils and asking questions 

• Discussing pupils’ work with them 

• Marking work against the learning objectives 

• Pupils’ self-evaluation of their work 
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7.7        Formative assessment, which is carried out informally throughout the year, 

enables teachers to identify pupils’ understanding of subjects and inform their 

immediate lesson planning.   

7.8         Summative assessments are also used at the end of a unit of work. 

Teachers will make a judgement about the work of each pupil in relation to the 

national curriculum.  

7.9         The geography subject leader keeps samples of the children’s work in a 

portfolio which shows what the expected level of achievement is in geography in 

each year of the school.  

7.10        Parents will be provided with a written report about their child’s progress 

during the Summer term every year. These will include information on pupils’ 

attitudes towards geography, understanding of geographical terminology, 

investigatory skills and the knowledge levels they have achieved.  

 
 
8  Resources 
 
8.1  We have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all the geography 
topics.  In the library we have a good supply of geography topic books and a range of 
educational software to support the children’s individual research. 
 
 
 
 
9  Fieldwork 
 
9.1 Fieldwork is integral to good geography teaching and we include as many 
opportunities as we can to involve children in practical geographical research and 
enquiry. 
 
 
10  Monitoring and review 
 
10.1  The geography subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the 
children’s work and the quality of teaching in geography. The geography subject leader 
is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of geography, for being 
informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead 
and direction for the subject in the school.  
 
10.2      The subject leader will monitor teaching and learning in the subject at Hinckley 

Parks, ensuring that the content of the national curriculum is covered across all phases 

of pupils’ education.   
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10.3      A named member of the governing body is briefed to oversee the teaching 

of  and geography meets regularly with the subject leader to review progress. 

10.4 Any changes made to this policy will be communicated to all teaching staff. 

10.5 This policy will be reviewed on a 2 yearly basis by the subject leader.  

 
 
 


